Playwicki District
Klondike 2014
Webelos Leaders Guide
Tyler State Park
10:00 AM to 1:30 PM
Saturday, February 1st 2014

What is a Klondike Derby?
This is a scouting event where the scouts get a chance to put into practice all the skills they
have acquired. The event is loosely based on the Klondike gold rush, giving us a
justification for being out in the woods on a cold and often wet or snowy winter day with
scouts laboring at pulling loaded sleds all over creation.
Who can participate?

Scouts compete as a members of a patrol. The event is also open to Webelos scouts who can
compete by entering a sled in several divisions:
Webelos 1
Webelos 2
Combined Webelos 1 and Webelos 3

First, second and third place recognition will be awarded for each division as well as
overall first, second and third place.
How should we prepare?
This event is based on the material in the Webelos Handbook. In keeping with the Klondike
theme the application of knowledge will be critical. For example, knowing how to do a
square lashing won’t earn as many points as also knowing when to make and use one
properly will. Being able to apply knowledge and working together as a patrol are the keys
to survival.
Can the scouts use the Webelos Handbook or other references?
Since this is a learning event, using a reference is permitted but there will be a price to pay!
As was the case in the Klondike, those who weren’t prepared could usually buy what they
needed but at a high cost. This event is a game with a purpose so come prepared to play or
be prepared to pay.
What will we need to bring?

Each Patrol must have a sled and provide at least one adult judge to compete. Sled plans are
on the internet, but simple toboggans or wagons can be used. (See below for gear list).
Don’t forget additional snacks and water to supplement the provided lunch!

Are uniforms required?
Uniforms are not required! Dress appropriately for the weather! Layering is best and
keeping dry is important. Boots, or hiking shoes are required. No one will be permitted
to compete in sneakers or other light footwear.
Can the sled have wheels?
Based on historical fact, Klondike sleds did have removable wheels. Your sleds may have
two wheels mounted on a common axle. The wheels and axle must be easily removable.
The axle must not have protruding sharp edges and must be securely attached to the sled
(not lashed or duct taped). Webelos can use a wagon or toboggan. We would rather you
came to the event and competed as a patrol with equipment that you can pull together as
opposed to staying at home playing video games with the excuse that you didn’t have a sled
outfitted as typically seen in troop level competition.
Why do we need a sled?

To bring carry around the following required equipment:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

First aid Kit
Patrol Flag
Compass
Flashlight or signal mirror
One gallon of water (minimum – for drinking and other uses)
Container to carry water
Eight (8) five foot staves (round poles like walking sticks)
Writing paper and pencils
One blanket
One plastic ground cloth (6x6)
Rope (50 feet)
Tinder, kindling and fuel (wood) for one fire- Do not bring liquid fire starter or
liquid fuel
• Matches
• Trash bags
• Pocket knife- with whittling chip card for 1 member of the patrol
• Webelos Handbook
In addition personal items such as toilet paper, tissues, snacks, etc. may prove handy.
Patrols may bring any additional equipment they feel necessary as long as it does not
violate BSA or Pennsylvania State Park Regulations.

Directions to St. Mary Medical Center
1201 Newtown-Langhorne Rd, Langhorne, PA 19047
6.4 mi – about 13 mins

